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Title  

Getting the angle:  practice in photography perspective and descriptive writing

Overview and Rationale
To be effective photojournalists, students need extensive practice in photo composition, specifically finding the best perspective.  By having students take many photos of the same subject and actively critiquing photographs, students will capture more effective photographs.

Goals for Understanding


Students will:

· understand the elements of photo composition

· learn the importance of taking multiple shots

· review descriptive writing skills

· learn to critique photos individually and in group settings

Essential Questions

· What makes a good photograph?
· What is perspective?
· How will I choose the most effective photograph?
Materials

· Several sets of 4-5 photos of the same subject taken from different perspectives
· Interesting pieces of junk from your basement, garage, or storage room
· Lecture notes or handout on photo composition
· Handout on descriptive writing (active verbs, five senses, etc.)
· A digital camera (day II)
· Post-it notes or book flags
· Each student will need access to a camera
· Got Perspective? Photo Shoot handout (included)
· Individual Reflection sheet (included)
· Group Reflection and Critique worksheet (included)
· Black 11”x17” paper
· Tape, glue sticks
Activities (Six Class Periods)

Day I


Preparation:  

The teacher should create several sets of photos.  Each set should include 4-5 photos of the same subject taken from a different perspective.  Example the Eiffel Tower is boring if photographed from the front…what would the photo be from the corner, or above, or looking up through the steel work?

1. The teacher will present a lecture on the elements of a good photo the lecture should focus briefly on composition, lighting, rule of thirds, and go into greater depth on perspective.

2. The teacher should provide several examples of each element and ask for student feedback on each.  The class should discuss the elements of a constructive critique—the teacher may even create a handout of how to critique a photo or at least provide a list of terms and definitions.

3. The teacher should have students form groups of three and give each group a set of photos of the same object.

4. Each group should discuss the perspective of each photo and choose the most compelling or interesting.

5. Switch photos and repeat the process.

Day II

1. Create a large and dramatic sculpture in the middle of your classroom.  This sculpture could include anything from junk to furniture…think of it as an interesting heap of unrelated items.  Be creative with how the items will interact with each other and create points of interest at their intersection.  Example:  start with a low table, cover it with a large black cloth, set a lamp on it, put a big soup pot next to the lamp, lean an old piece of art against the leg of the table, lean a bicycle against it, put a chair upside down on the table, etc.   Your sculpture should be large…bring all that junk from your garage.  Consider hanging things from the ceiling above the sculpture and perhaps using lighting other than the usual overhead lights.

2. Move the desks in the room into a large circle surrounding the sculpture.

3. As students enter, have them choose a seat around the sculpture.  Backpacks and such should be left around the outside of the room.  All they will need is a pencil, and paper (or notebook or classroom journal).

4. Very briefly remind them of the previous day’s discussion about perspective—don’t allow them to think about it too much. 

5. Explain that today’s assignment has two components.   First, they are to look at the sculpture in front of them.  Ask probing questions (they should simply consider what you are saying, no discussion here) about what they see or  notice, have them think about the interaction and intersection of objects before them…how does each individual piece add to the whole?

6. After everyone has focused on the sculpture, pass out an information sheet about descriptive writing (reviewing the five senses, active verbs, imagery, etc.).  Discuss the concepts outlined.  This is a good review, but really is just to keep everyone focused during the next part of the activity.

7. Have each student choose a small piece of the sculpture to describe in two pages of writing.  It should be very descriptive.

8. Meanwhile…pass a digital camera around the room.  As each student receives the camera, they should approach the sculpture and take a photo of whatever piece of the sculpture they choose…remind them to think of the perspective.  The student shouldn’t be discussing any portion of this with his or her peers.  There is no right or wrong photo to take…as long as it’s of the sculpture.


(teacher should keep notes on the order the photos were taken)

9. Unfortunately, the teacher has homework:  

a. Print a 5x7 of each student’s photo (you can upload your photos to yahoo.com and print them at Target for a good price…plus you get 10 free or take a CD to a local store)

b. Write the photographer’s name on the back of each photo

c. Tape several photos on each wall of the room

Day III

1. As students enter the classroom give them each a small post-it note (book flags would be great)

2. Review the concepts of perspective discussed on day one

3. Have the students look at the sculpture again and then move about the room looking at the different perspectives their classmates had of the sculpture.  After carefully looking at each photo, the students should place a post-it on the three with the most interesting perspective.  Then return to seats.

4. Choose several photos that have the most post-its and have a discussion about what made that photo interesting…why was the chosen perspective effective?

Day IV

1. Review the concepts of perspective discussed on day one…be certain to reemphasize the importance of taking many photos of the same subject.

2. Pass out the assignment:  Got Perspective? Photo Shoot
3.  Photo Shoot—Each student should choose no more than 4 subjects and shoot no fewer than 36 photos total.  (This could be homework or students can take the remainder of the period for the photo shoot)

Day V

Day five is a lab day.  Students should use the time to 

1. Finish the photo shoot

2. Use Photoshop to print photos needed to complete the assignment

3. Complete project requirements

If day I is Monday, students will have the weekend to complete the project requirements! 

Day VI

1. Students should enter the room with their projects completed

2. Students should work quietly on the Individual Reflection worksheet (10 minutes)

3. Students should choose (or be placed in) groups of three and create a group of desks.

4. Students should thoroughly complete the Group Reflection and Critique
5. As groups finish ask each student to hang his or her project on the wall

Assessment 


Students will be assessed on:

· lecture notes

· group discussion and participation

· descriptive writing piece

· Individual Reflection worksheet

· Group Reflection and Critique sheet

· Got Perspective? Photo Shoot project

Resources

Harrower, Tim.  The Newspaper Designer’s Handbook.  McGraw-Hill Higher Education:  New York, 2002.










Name __________________

1. How many different perspectives did you photograph your subject from?

2. What is most interesting about each of the three photographs that you chose?

3. What was most difficult about  taking so many photos of the same subject?  Why?

4. What was most difficult about choosing the three most effective photos?

5. Is there a perspective that you weren’t able to capture?  What would that look like?

6.  Are you proud of you work?  Why or why not?


Name __________________

1. How many different perspectives did you photograph your subject from?

2. What is most interesting about each of the three photographs that you chose?

3. What was most difficult about  taking so many photos of the same subject?  Why?

4. What was most difficult about choosing the three most effective photos?

5. Is there a perspective that you weren’t able to capture?  What would that look like?

6.  Are you proud of you work?  Why or why not?


Your first photo shoot will help you realize the importance of getting enough shoots and shooting from many different angles.  

1. Choose no more than four subjects to photograph (let’s try to avoid human subjects during this assignment).

2. Take no fewer than 36 photographs total.  You could take 36 of one subject, or 12 of one and 24 of the other…it’s up to you.

3. Each photograph should have a different perspective.  Also, don’t forget about the other elements of a good photograph.

4. After you have completed the shoot you will need to open your photos in Photoshop (if you didn’t shoot digitally, you’ll have to run to Target).

5. Narrow your subjects down.  Finally, choose one of you subjects to focus on.

6. Next, carefully consider each of the photos of the subject.  Which photograph is most interesting?  Which one tells the greatest story?  Remember the other elements we discussed on Monday (refer to your notes).

7. Narrow your photos down to the three most effective.

8. Make any necessary changes in Photoshop (i.e. grayscale, contrast)

9. Print each of your three choices

10. Paste each of your choices neatly on a piece of black 11” x 17” paper.

11. Label your photos 1-3 (in no particular order).


Your first photo shoot will help you realize the importance of getting enough shoots and shooting from many different angles.  

1. Choose no more than four subjects to photograph (let’s try to avoid human subjects during this assignment).

2. Take no fewer than 36 photographs total.  You could take 36 of one subject, or 12 of one and 24 of the other…it’s up to you.

3. Each photograph should have a different perspective.  Also, don’t forget about the other elements of a good photograph.

4. After you have completed the shoot you will need to open your photos in Photoshop (if you didn’t shoot digitally, you’ll have to run to Target).

5. Narrow your subjects down.  Finally, choose one of you subjects to focus on.

6. Next, carefully consider each of the photos of the subject.  Which photograph is most interesting?  Which one tells the greatest story?  Remember the other elements we discussed on Monday (refer to your notes).

7. Narrow your photos down to the three most effective.

8. Make any necessary changes in Photoshop (i.e. grayscale, contrast)

9. Print each of your three choices

10. Paste each of your choices neatly on a piece of black 11” x 17” paper.  

11. Label your photos 1-3 (in no particular order).


1. Gather in your groups of four.  Don’t forget to commit to your group members by forming a tight circle of desks.

2. Before discussing your photos, pass your project around the group.  Each group member should fill in the chart below.  Be specific with your reasoning.

	Member Name
	Most effective photo
	Why?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


3. Discuss how you felt about taking so many photos about a single subject.  Take notes on your discussion in the area below.

4. Next, each member or the group should discuss the choices made for his or her project.  Tell your group mates why and how you made the decisions and which photo your think is the most effective.

5. Then, allow time for your group members to critique your photos.  What do they think about your photos?  What other angle would they have appreciated seeing?  Take notes on the critique in the space below.

6. Finally, share what photo on each project each member of the group chose as the most effective.  Were there any similarities?  How will this assignment help you be a more effective photographer (answer this question below)?

7. Hang your project on a wall in the room.  Do not cover the work or others.  Do not hang your project on the black board.
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